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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Andrew T. Foy on December 21 , 2007. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

1, (Currently amended) A method for sharing electronic content, the 
method comprising: 

enabling access to a buddy contacts list user interface that makes perceivable 
user-identified online identities and real time presence information for at least some of 
those online identities; 

based on user manipulation of the buddy contacts list user interface, enabling 
designation of several online identities that constitute a subset of the online identities for 
whom presence is indicated within the buddy contacts list; 

receiving from the user an indication of content to be shared with each of the 
online identities designated; 

determining which of the designated online identities are presently online: 



Application/Control Number: Page 3 

10/827,420 

Art Unit: 2155 

resolving a cascaded delivery rule to choose one or more delivery mechanisms 
for communicating the content to the designated online identities: 

using the chosen delivery mechanisms to independently communicate the 
content to the designated online identities, including: 

establishing separate communications with each of the online identities 
designated by the usor; and 

commun i cat i ng content on boha l f of th e user i ndependently to o ach of tho 
onl i ne identit i es d e s i gnated by the us e r, user,, 

communicating the content to the designated online identities that are 
presently online using instant messaging, and 

communicating the content to the designated online identities that are not 
presently online using a communications program other than instant messaging. 
2. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the calendar event 
is dropped onto a representation of the designated online identities in the buddy 
contacts list to inspire communication of the calendar event, or a corresponding 
invitation, to each of the designated online identifies separately. 

10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 wherein a representation of 
the designated online identities in the buddy contacts list is dropped onto the calendar 
event to inspire communication of the calendar event, or a corresponding invitation, to 
each of the designated online identifies separately. 
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11. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the content to be 
shared is dropped onto a representation of the designated online identities in the buddy 
contacts list to inspire communication of the content to each of the designated online 
identities separately. 

12. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein a representation of 
the designated online identities in the buddy contacts list is dropped onto the content to 
be shared to inspire communication of the content to each of the designated online 
identities separately. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[1 3]] 1 wherein electronic mail 
is the communications program used to communicate the content to the designated 
online identities that are not presently online. 

15. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[1 3]] 1 wherein instant 
messages are used to communicate the content, wherein delivery of the instant 
messages is delayed until the designated online identities that are not presently online 
to tho dos i gnatod on li no idont i t i os that are not prosont l y on li ne are again online. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[1 3]] 1 further comprising 
providing the user with options to communicate the content to the designated online 
identities that are not presently online using a communications program other than 
instant messaging. 

17. (Cancelled) 
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18. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[1 7]] 1 wherein [[a]] the 
cascaded delivery rule is specified for each of the designated online identities by each 
of the designated online identities. 

19. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[1 7]] 1 wherein the user 
specifies [[a]] the cascaded delivery rule for each of the designated online identities. 

22. (Currently amended) A computer system for sharing electronic content, 
the computer system comprising: 

an access module configured to enable access to a buddy contacts list user 
interface that makes perceivable user-identified online identities and real time presence 
information for at least some of those online identities; 

a user designation module configured to enable designation of several online 
identities that constitute a subset of the online identities for whom presence is indicated 
within the buddy contacts list based on user manipulation of the buddy contacts list user 
interface; 

a content selection module configured to receive from the user an indication of 
content to be shared with each of the designated online identities; 

a presence-determining module configured to determine which of the designated 
online identities presently are online: 

a rule resolution module configured to resolve a cascaded delivery rule to choose 
one or more delivery mechanisms for communicating the content to the designated 
online identities; 
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a communications module configured to use the chosen delivery mechanisms to 
independently communicate the content to the designated online identities by: 

a commun i cat i ons establishing modu lo configured to establ i sh separate 
communications with each of the online identities designated by the usor; and 

a communications modu le conf i gur e d to communicat e content on b e ha l f of 
the usor i ndopondontly to o ach of th e on l ine i dentit ie s des i gnated by tho usor. 
user 

communicating the content to the designated online identities that are 
presently online using instant messaging, and 

communicating the content to the designated online identities that are not 
presently online using a communications program other than instant messaging. 

23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim 22 whoro i n further 
comprising a response-receiving module configured to receive responses from online 
participants such that responses received from each online participant are not viewable 
by the other online participants. 

26. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim 22 wherein 
des i gnat i ng i nc l ud e s s ele ct i ng part i cu l ar the user designation module is configured to 
enable the user to designate online identities using a mouse pointer. 

27. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim 22 wherein 
designation of several online identities is a manual process performed by a user. 
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30. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim 29 wherein the 
content selection module is configured to enable the calendar event [[is]] to be dropped 
onto a representation of the designated online identities in the buddy contacts list to 
inspire communication of the calendar event, or a corresponding invitation, to each of 
the designated online i dont i f i os identities separately. 

31 . (Currently amended) The computer system of claim 29 wherein the user 
designation module is configured to enable a representation of the designated online 
identities in the buddy contacts list [[are]] to be dropped onto the calendar event to 
inspire communication of the calendar event, or a corresponding invitation, to each of 
the designated online identifies separately. 

32. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim 22 wherein the 
content selection module is configured to enable the content to be shared [[is]] to be 
dropped onto a representation of the designated online identities in the buddy contacts 
list to inspire communication of the content to each of the designated online identities 
separately. 

33. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim 22 wherein the user 
designation module is configured to enable a representation of the designated online 
identities in the buddy contacts list [[is]] to be dropped onto the content to be shared to 
inspire communication of the content to each of the designated online identities 
separately. 

34. (Cancelled) 
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35. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim [[34]] 22 wherein 
electronic mail is the communications program used to communicate the content to the 
designated online identities that are not presently online. 

36. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim [[34]] 22 wherein 
instant messages are used to communicate the content, wherein delivery of the instant 
messages is delayed until the designated online identities that are not presently online 
to tho des i gnated on l ine id o ntit i os that ar e not presently onl i ne are again online. 

37. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim [[34]] 22 further 
comprising a delivery options module configured to provide the user with options to 
communicate the content to the designated online identities that are not presently online 
using a communications program other than instant messaging. 

38. (Cancelled) 

39. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim [[38]] 22 wherein a 
cascaded delivery rule is specified for each of the designated online identities by each 
of the designated online identities. 

40. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim [[38]] 22 wherein the 
user specifies a delivery rule for each of the designated online identities. 

41 . (Currently amended) The computer system of claim 22 wherein roco i ving 
the content selection module is configured to receive the indication of the content to be 
shared with each of the designated online identities occurs before the user designation 
module enables designation of the online identities. 
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42. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim 22 wherein roc o iv i ng 
the content selection module is configured to receive the indication of the content to be 
shared with each of the designated online identities occurs after the user designation 
module enables designation of the online identities. 

43. (Currently amended) An apparatus for sharing electronic content, the 
apparatus comprising: 

access means for enabling access to a buddy contacts list user interface that 
makes perceivable user-identified online identities and real time presence information 
for at least some of those online identities; 

user designation means for enabling designation of several online identities that 
constitute a subset of the online identities for whom presence is indicated within the 
buddy contacts list based on user manipulation of the buddy contacts list interface; 

content selection means for receiving from the user an indication of content to be 
shared with each of the designated online identities; 

a presence-determining means for determining which of the designated online 
identities presently are online: 

a rule resolution means for resolving a cascaded delivery rule to choose one or 
more delivery mechanisms for communicating the content to the designated online 
identities: 

a communications means for using the chosen delivery mechanisms to 
independently communicate the content to the designated online identities by: 



Application/Control Number: Page 10 

10/827,420 

Art Unit: 2155 

communicat i ons establishing moans for estab l ish i ng separate 
communications with each of the online identities designated by the usor; and 

commun i cat i ons moans for commun i cat i ng cont e nt on bohalf of th e us e r 
i ndop o ndont l y to oach of th o on li n e id o nt i t i os des i gnat e d by tho usor. user,, 

communicating the content to the designated online identities that are 
presently online using instant messaging, and 

communicating the content to the designated online identities that are not 
presently online using a communications program other than instant messaging. 
44. (Currently amended) A method of sharing electronic content, the method 
comprising: 

enabling user generation of application-specific, sharable electronic content; 
receiving user selection of a first instant messaging entity and a second instant 
messaging entity; 

generating a single message that includes the application-specific, shareable 
electronic content and that is to be associated with the first instant messaging entity and 
the second instant messaging entity; 

enabling the user to send the mossago message, using an instant messaging 
p l atform that i s sont platform, concurrently to the first instant messaging entity and the 
second instant messaging entity; [[and]] 

determining which of the first and second instant messaging entities are online; 

resolving a cascaded delivery rule to choose one or more delivery mechanisms 
for communicating the message to the first and second instant messaging entities; 
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using the chosen delivery mechanisms to independently communicate the 
message to the first and second instant messaging entities, including: \ 

establishing separate communications with the first and second instant 
messaging entities. 

communicating the message to an instant messaging entity that is 
presently online using instant messaging, and 

communicating the message to an instant messaging entity that is not 
presently online using a communications program other than instant messaging: 
and 

mediating responses received from the first and the second instant messaging 
entities. 

45. (Currently amended) The method of claim 44 whoro i n wherein: 
the electronic content is a calendar event from a calendar application; and 
the method further comprises recognizing the first instant messaging entity and 
the second instant messaging entity compr i sos recogn i z i ng tho first i nstant messaging 
ent i ty and tho second i nstant messag i ng ent i ty as invitees to the calendar event. 

62. (Currently amended) The method of claim 44 wherein the first instant 
messaging entity or the second instant messaging entity is listed in a buddy contacts 
list. 

63. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[44]] 45 wherein recognizing 
the first instant messaging entity and the second instant messaging entity occurs before 
enabling user generation of the electronic content. 



Application/Control Number: Page 12 

10/827,420 

Art Unit: 2155 

65. (Currently amended) The method of claim 44 further comprising: 
modifying the electronic content as indicated in [[the]] a response from one of the 

first or second instant messaging entities to produce modified electronic content; 

generating a new message including the modified electronic content, the new 
message being associated with the first instant messaging entity and the second instant 
messaging entity; and 

enabling the user to send the new message as an instant message to the first 
instant messaging entity and the second instant messaging entity using the application. 

66. (Currently amended) A method of sharing electronic content, the method 
comprising: 

enabling access to user designation of contacts for whom presence is 
maintained; 

enabling user selection of one or more of the contacts; 
recognizing user selection of a first contact and a second contact from the 
contacts; 

accessing an electronic message associated electronically with the first contact 
and the second contact as recipients; [[and]] 

determining which of the first contact and the second contact are online; 

resolving a cascaded delivery rule to choose one or more delivery mechanisms 
for communicating the message to the first contact and the second contact; 

using the chosen delivery mechanisms to independently communicate the 
content to the designated online identities, including: 
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sending the electronic message to e ach of tho f i rst contact and tho socond 
contact a contact that is presently online using an instant messaging oystom. 
system, and 

sending the electronic message to a contact that is not presently online 
using a communications program other than instant messaging. 

67. (Currently amended) The method of claim 66 wherein send i ng 
communicating the electronic message is in response to a single user instruction. 

68. (Currently amended) The method of claim 66 wherein e nab li ng us e r 
doscr i pt i on, enabling user selection, recognizing user selection, accessing the electronic 
message, and sond i ng communicating the electronic message are each performed by 
an instant messaging application. 

69. (Currently amended) The method of claim 68 wherein: 

the electronic message comprises an invitation to a calendar event, 
accessing the electronic message comprises accessing the invitation, and 
sending communicating the electronic message comprises sending the invitation. 

70. (Currently amended) An apparatus comprising a computer readable 
medium having instructions stored thereon that when executed by a machine result in at 
least the following: 

enabling access to user designation of contacts for whom presence is 
maintained; 

enabling user selection of one or more of the contacts; 
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recognizing user selection of a first contact and a second contact from the 
contacts; 

accessing an electronic message associated electronically with the first contact 
and the second contact as recipients; [[and]] 

determining which of the first contact and the second contact are online: 

resolving a cascaded delivery rule to choose one or more delivery mechanisms 
for communicating the message to the first contact and the second contact; 

using the chosen delivery mechanisms to independently communicate the 
content to the designated online identities, including: 

sending the electronic message to oach of the first contact and the second 

contact a contact that is presently online using an instant messaging system. 

system, and 

sending the electronic message to a contact that is not presently online 
using a communications program other than instant messaging. 
71. (Currently amended) An apparatus comprising a computer readable 

medium having instructions stored thereon that when executed by a machine result in at 

least the following: 

enabling user generation by an application of electronic content to be shared with 
at least a first recipient and a second recipient using an instant messaging system; 

recognizing by the application user selection of a first instant messaging entity as 
the first recipient and a second instant messaging entity as the second recipient; 
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generating a message including the electronic content, the message being 
associated with the first instant messaging entity and the second instant messaging 
entity; 

determining which of the first instant messaging entity and the second instant 
messaging entity are presently online; 

resolving a cascaded delivery rule to choose one or more delivery mechanisms 
for communicating the message to the first and second instant messaging entities; 

enabling the user to send the message as an instant mossago that i s sont 
concurrently to the first instant messaging entity and the second instant messaging 
entity using the app li cation; and application, including: 

sending the message to an entity that is presently online as an instant 

message, and 

sending the electronic message to a contact that is not presently online as 
a communication other than an instant message; and 

receiving a response to the message from the first instant messaging entity that 
is not sent to the second instant messaging entity or from the second instant messaging 
entity that is not sent to the first instant messaging entity. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1, 3-12, 14-16, 18-22, 24-33, 35-37, and 39-71 are allowable over prior 
art of record in light of the arguments presented in the Application filed April 20, 2004 
and the Examiner's Amendment above. 
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5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record does not disclose, teach, or suggest neither singly nor in 
, combination the claimed limitation of "resolving a cascaded delivery rule to choose one 
or more delivery mechanisms for communicating the content to the designated online 
identities; using the chosen delivery mechanisms to independently communicate the 
content to the designated online identities" and "communicating the content to the 
designated online identities that are not presently online using a communications 
program other than instant messaging" as recited in independent claims 1 , 22, 43, 44, 
66, 70 and 71. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Y. Won whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3993. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th: 7AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: Page 17 

10/827,420 

Art Unit: 2155 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michael Won/ 
Primary Examiner 
December 21, 2007 



